
Building Thinking Skills® — Level Three Verbal Classifications (Using Language of the Discipline) 
 
EXPLAIN THE EXCEPTION 
 
The following groups of words contain one member that is an exception to the class.  
Explain how the similar words are alike and how the exception is different. 
 
EXAMPLE: 
area, measurement, perimeter, volume 
 
Measurement is the exception. The other words represent things that can be measured. Measurement 
is the act of determining length, weight, volume, or time 
 

1) factors, multiplication, product, quotient 
 

2) climate, continent, temperature, weather 
 

3) character, force, might, strength 
 

4) order, sequence, ranking, value 
             


